BENJAMIN BANNEKER 1731-1806
Source A
Molly Walsh left England and sailed to the colony of Maryland, where she was a slave for seven years. When she was freed Molly married a slave named Mr Banneker. They had several children, including a daughter named Mary. Mary Banneker grew up and met Robert, also a slave, whom she later married. On November 9th 1731, a son, Benjamin, was born to Robert and Mary Banneker.
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As Benjamin grew up he would read the bible to his mother and grandmother and he learned to play the flute and the violin. By the time he was 15, he took over the running of the family farm. He devised a system of ditches and dams to control the water from the springs. Their tobacco farm flourished even in times of drought.

Banneker became fascinated with the watch of a friend, Josef Levi. Levi gave Benjamin the watch and he took it apart to study its workings. Banneker then carved similar watch pieces out of wood to make a wooden clock. It was so accurate that it struck every hour, on the hour, for forty years, and brought fame to young Banneker. 
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Banneker taught himself astronomy and advanced mathematics and, in 1773, he began to devote serious attention to both subjects. He successfully predicted the solar eclipse that occurred on April 14, 1789, contradicting the forecasts of prominent mathematicians and astronomers of the day.
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hen Banneker was 60, President George Washington asked him to design a new city called Washington DC, which became the capital of the United States of America.

In his later years Banneker did a mathematical study on the cycle of the seventeen-year locust and campaigned for the anti-slavery movement. He continued scientific studies by night and walked his land by day. His last walk with a friend came on October 9, 1806; he complained of being ill and went home to rest on his couch. He died later that day.
BENJAMIN BANNEKER 1731-1806
Source B
Benjamin Banneker was born near Baltimore, Maryland in 1731; he was an only child. Banneker lived all of his life on his parents' farm on the Patapsco River in Baltimore County. Young Benjamin attended integrated private schools and excelled in mathematics. He took over his parents' farm and became an excellent farmer.
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Josef Levi, a travelling salesman, showed Banneker a pocket watch, something he had never seen before. He became so fascinated over the watch that Levi gave it to him. He took the watch home and spent days taking it apart and putting it back together. In 1753, using the watch as a model, Banneker produced the first wooden clock ever built in the United States. It was made entirely of wood, and each gear was carved by hand. His clock kept perfect time, striking every hour, for more than forty years. News of the clock created such a sensation that people came from all over to see it, and the genius who made it.
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His aptitude in mathematics and knowledge of astronomy enabled him to predict the solar eclipse that took place on April 14, 1789.
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Banneker's major reputation stems from his help in designing the blueprints for Washington DC. President Washington had appointed Banneker, who selected the sites for many important buildings, including the White House. When the chief architect, Pierre L'Enfant, abruptly resigned and returned to France with the plans, Banneker's photographic memory enabled him to reproduce them once again. 

Banneker's predictions were consistently accurate, except for his prediction of his own death. Living four years longer than he had predicted, Banneker died on October 25, 1806, wrapped in a blanket observing the stars through his telescope.
BENJAMIN BANNEKER 1731-1806
Source C
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Benjamin Banneker (1731-1806), an African American mathematician and amateur astronomer, lived on his father's farm and attended a nearby school for several seasons. He received no further formal education but enjoyed reading and taught himself science and mathematics. He worked as a tobacco planter for most of his life.
In 1761, at the age of 30, Banneker constructed the first wooden clock – and it worked for 40 years!
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Banneker became interested in astronomy through the influence of a neighbour, George Ellicott, who lent him several books as well as a telescope. Without any teachers, Banneker taught himself about the stars and the solar system and correctly predicted the solar eclipse of 1789.
Benjamin Banneker had odd habits – it is said that on many nights, he would wrap himself in a great cloak and lie under a pear tree and meditate. He would stay there all night and go to his bed at dawn.

He was also concerned for the freedom of Blacks. In a twelve-page letter to Thomas Jefferson, he argued against the statement that "Blacks were inferior to Whites." Jefferson changed his position and Banneker was living proof that "being clever is in no way connected with the colour of the skin."

Banneker never married. He died on Oct. 9, 1806, and was buried in the family burial ground near his house.
BENJAMIN BANNEKER 1731-1806
Source D
Benjamin Banneker was born in Maryland on November 9, 1731. His father and grandfather were former slaves.

[image: image10.png]


A poor farmer, Banneker nevertheless lived a life of unusual achievement. In 1753, the young man borrowed a pocket watch from a wealthy neighbour; he took it apart and made a drawing of each piece, and then reassembled the watch and returned it to its owner. From his drawings Banneker then proceeded to carve his own watch out of wood. Using his mathematical skills he calculated the proper number of teeth for each gear and he constructed a working wooden clock that told the time for over 40 years.

[image: image11.png]


At age 58, Banneker began the study of astronomy and was soon predicting solar and lunar eclipses. 

In 1791, Banneker was an assistant in the designing of Washington DC.

Banneker died on Sunday, October 9, 1806 at the age of 74. 
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In 1980, the U.S. Postal Service issued a postage stamp in his honour.
 Benjamin Banneker 1731-1806
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Homework





How many years did Banneker live?


__________ years





Washington DC is the capital of which country?


__________________________________________





True or false?


His parents were once slaves.


He lived in a town.


He couldn’t read.


His wooden clock struck for 40 years.





Which of the following statements is correct? (One answer)


Banneker learned how to build clocks from a friend’s pocket watch.


The President asked him to design the capital city.


His mathematical ability was so advanced that he could predict the next eclipse.


All of the above.





In one sentence, explain why you think Benjamin Banneker achieved so much?


________________________________________________


	________________________________________________


	________________________________________________





Name 2 other important historical events that took place during Banneker’s lifetime (ask your history teacher or use the internet).


____________________________________


____________________________________





Total: 10 marks








